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UAS Chief Pilot
Location: Bournemouth or Teesside, UK (Frequent travel required)
Company: Draken Europe
The Mission
At Draken Europe, we deliver "careers that matter". As we accelerate the development of our Uncrewed Air System (UAS) capabilities, we are seeking a UAS Chief Pilot. This is a high-impact leadership role focused on recruiting and building a world-class delivery team and transitioning our UAS services from trial phases to full-scale operational excellence. 
As a Subject Matter Expert (SME), you will provide critical live threat training to military customers, ensuring our "Red Force" services remain at the cutting edge of the modern battlespace. The role reports to the AM / VP on matters of flight operations, safety, regulations, compliance, SOPs and tactical service provision.
Key Responsibilities
· Operational Leadership: Ensure safe, compliant, and standardised service delivery of all UAS operations.
· Regulatory & Compliance: Manage CAA engagement, generate operating permissions for trials and service delivery, and ensure strict adherence to regulatory authorisations.
· Team Development: Lead the initial and continued development of the UAS service delivery team.
· Standards & Procedures: Create and maintain Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) to ensure operational rigour.
· Commercial & Stakeholder Management: Oversee budgets, manage teaming/partnering relationships, act as the primary customer interface for service delivery and support business development.
· Collaborate with the Aviation Safety Manager to contribute to the Safety Management System; through risk assessment, occurrence reporting, action management and reviews.
· Support internal and CAA audit programmes and meet required timescales to assess, comprehensively address and close out findings and requirements. 
· Ensure UAS operations are conducted in accordance with the relevant UK SHE standards.
· Act as the SME in the provision of advice to the programmes and business development teams. 
· Recruit UAS pilots in collaboration with HR, ensuring alignment with Ops Manual procedures and appropriate regulatory requirements.
· Through liaison with ground operations, maintain detailed oversight for the currency and competency requirements stipulated for UAS pilots. 
· Manage the welfare, development and potential of UAS pilots through regular reviews and the company PDR process. 
· Uphold the core company values and seek opportunities to enhance the company’s reputation and influence.
· Any other duties that are reasonably requested by Draken management and within the capability of the incumbent.

Core Competencies
Essential Experience & Qualifications:
· BVLoS Expertise: Current or previous Beyond Visual Line of Sight (BVLoS) operator with commercial BVLoS operational management experience.
· Regulatory Knowledge: Deep understanding of current UK civil UAS and airspace regulations.
· Military Insight: Solid knowledge of military structures and protocols.
· Leadership Traits: High integrity, resilience, and the ability to solve complex commercial challenges through data-driven judgement.
· Communication: Strong written and verbal skills, with the ability to manage tight timelines and frequent travel.
· Security: Must hold current UK security clearance or have the ability to obtain it.
Desirable:
· Previous Military UAS experience.
· Previous regulatory experience in UAS flight operations.
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